Home Economics in Great Britain by Carlson, Thelma
Volume 9
Number 3 The Iowa Homemaker vol.9, no.3 Article 2
1929
Home Economics in Great Britain
Thelma Carlson
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Carlson, Thelma (1929) "Home Economics in Great Britain," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 9 : No. 3 , Article 2.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol9/iss3/2
2 THE IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Home Economics in Great Britain 
Editor's Note: Thelma Carlson sub-
mitted this winning essay in the Omicron 
N u Essay Contest conducted among 
Freshman English girl-students at Iowa 
State Coller-e during the Winter Quar-
ter of 1929. 
A S we see the Iowa State College seal with the words, "Science with 
practice," it is natural that we 
home economics students think of home 
economics. We may just think of it as 
it exists in the state, or in the United 
States, or even in the whole world. I 
wonder if we have the general idea that 
it is the same in the different parts of 
the world as we find it in our country. Is 
it possible for us to realize how new it 
is in some countries and what little ad-
vance it has mnde in others. By taking 
various part of the British Empire it is 
possible to get a better idea of the ad-
vance some countries are making. 
If we think first of our next door 
neighbor, Canada, we would expect her 
to be quite well started, for if nothing 
else, she may use our ideas. Home eco-
nomics has gained quite a place there. Of 
all the provinces of Canada, British Co-
lumbia is the furtherest ahead. It has 
by far the most home economics teachers, 
even twice as many as the next highest, 
:Manitoba. In British Columbia they have 
what they call a provincial director and 
have organized a group which is to raise 
eighty thousand dollars with which to en-
dow a chair of home economics at the 
University of Columbia. Throughout the 
whole of Canada more and more students 
are taking the course every year. 
We all know that Great Britain has 
control of much of. South Africa. In the 
whole of Africa there are only two home 
economics departments. Both of these 
departments are in need of suitable per-
sons for their heads. Here are great op-
portunities for some one. "National As-
pects of Home Economics," states that, 
"The diamonds of South Africa mines 
ard not more satisfying than the rewards 
of successful teaching." 
India, which is another dependency of 
Great Britain, shows quite an advance in 
home economics, especially in baby wel-
fare. Though these women are quite a 
bit different from the American and 
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English women they have taken a great 
interest in it. The women of India have 
a quite different philosophy of life, but 
even with their different philosophy it 
is thought that they will develop their 
home economics into something just as 
practical and just as efficient, with prob-
ably even more beauty than our home 
economics. 
Now let us take Great Britain proper. 
Though Great Britain has done and is 
doing quite a bit in the way of advance-
ment, we see she was a little slow in get-
ting started. When the women in the 
United States changed the name domestic 
science to home economics they were do-
ing a lot, for they were spreading out the 
boundaries of the subject and were en-
larging it a great deal. In Great Britain 
the name hasn't even been changed and 
they still cling to the old names, domestic 
science and household arts. 
They did, however, soon realize that if 
domestic science was to make any ad-
vance they must make it into a course 
which would be recognized by the Univer-
sity of London. This task was not so 
very easy. If the course was to be a 
real science the student would have to 
learn the why as well as the how. 
Probably England's first advance was 
made after she first recognized those sub-
jects which could be considered the "ade-
quate foundations" of the course. These 
included physiology and chemistry, do-
mestic and personal hygiene, maternity 
and child-welfare and economics. As 
soon as her colleges began to use such a 
base for the course she began to progress. 
Throughout England there are twenty 
colleges giving instruction in home eco-
nomics. In London alone there are three. 
Besides all these there are polytechnic 
schools, evening schools and continua-
tion schools. All of these are recognized 
by the board of education, which also has 
the responsisibity of giving the examina-
tions to the teachers. After 1930, how-
ever, they will no longer give the exam-
inations but will continue to inspect the 
schools. The task of examinations will 
probably be taken by the universities, 
and the colleges will be expected to keep 
in touch with them. 
Elementary education in En:gland in-
cludes the education of the children of 
the working class who leave. school at the 
age of fourteen. As home economics is 
tau{!ht in all these schools every girl 
has an apportunity for some study in it. 
The secondary schools include the 
municipal schools, independent schools 
and boarding schools and are attended 
by the upper class and also the middle 
class, who usually leave school from the 
ages sixteen to eighteen. In some of 
these schools the domestic subjects are 
offered as a substitution for science or 
mathematics. Some schools do not even 
offer household art, some make it com-
pulsory, and some make it optional. It 
is easy enough to see that it would not 
always be the brightest girl who would 
choose the course, for she is usually look-
ing forward to a university education and 
her schedule is filled with other subjects. 
As home economics is not popular in the 
secondary schools, it is not surprising 
that many of the girls having secondary 
education have no training in it during 
this time. 
King's College is probably the best col-
lege in England for training in home eco-
nomics. The course here lasts three 
years. During the first two years t he 
foundation studies are stressed most and 
only_ a little instruction and practice in 
the household arts are given. By this 
time t he student is supposed to choose 
whether she is to specialize for teaching 
or for institutional administration, and 
during the third year most of the time is 
spent in those subjects which pertain to 
her specialty. The students receiving 
their degree here a1·e successful in their 
positions, but still there is quite a bit of 
criticism. It is believed there is too much 
attempted; and on the other hand, that 
there is too little craft taught in t he 
course. 
Another important school is the Uni-
versity of Bristol. It offers a four year 
course and works in connection with the 
Gloucestershire Training College of Do-
mestic Scienc'e. A comparison between 
this university and King's College can 
hardly be made as they are so different 
and each has merits of its own. 
England is looking forward to a big 
future in home economics and is advanc-
ing quite rapidly. Of course she is do-
(Continued on page 16) 
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